
...on a surface of 1000m2...

Our tiny forest garden takes 
place in a community garden 
in Lille

Based in France, in the city of Lille, Les Saprophytes is made up of 
architects and landscapers who have chosen to carry out inclusive 
and participatory projects, in connection with local residents. We 
founded this association in 2007 in order to experiment with pro-
jects to reclaim public spaces along with local residents. Our first 
project consisted of building a micro-mushroom farm with children 
from a working-class neighborhood in Roubaix. After a participato-
ry project to build the greenhouse and the mushroom substrates, 
we harvested and cooked the mushrooms together, sharing them 
over a large meal with the local community. This first project en-
couraged us to continue our experiments. We had the intuition 
that cultivating is an effective way to re-creating a sense of commu-
nity in the city and reclaiming unused public spaces.

A project led by Les Saprophytes

on poor and degraded 
urban soil, which we have 
been restoring little by 
little since 2015

Les Saprophytes, Lille
www.les-saprophytes.org

AN URBAN FOREST GARDEN IN LILLE



a tiny urban 
forest garden

1000 m2

the Fives district in Lille

Community garden

our Forest Garden

LOCATION
In 2014, we obtained public and private 
funding that enabled us to invest in 
the transformation of a site made 
available by the city council of Lille, an 
unattractive 3000 m2 lawn area. With 
regular workshops on the site and the 
help of volunteer residents, we are 
designing a “progressive” design for the 
land and starting to transform the site ...

In winter 2015, on an area of 1000 m2, we 
began a new development, the forest garden, 
starting with the planting of 12 trees; local 
apple and pear species. We were dealing 
with very poor and compacted urban soil. 
We therefore added significant amounts of 
compost and mulch. We designed wide paths, 
because the garden remains a shared space 
and open to the public, with many people 
visiting as well as children who come to play 
there. It therefore was important to us to have 
a design that leaves room for walking around 
and for children. The edges of the garden are 
already planted with existing hedges which 
form windbreak systems.

Amelanchier ‘Prince William’
Amelanchier ‘rotundifolia’
 
Elaenagnus angustifolia 
Elaenagnus umbellata Brillant Rose
Elaenagnus multiflora «Sweet Scarlet» (Gumi)
Elaenagnus umbellata ‘Fortunella’
 
Crataegus suculenta
 
Cornus Kousa
Cornus Mas Gourmet
Cornus Mas Pancharevo
 
Diospiros Fuyu
Diospiros Virginiana Meader
 
Ficus Carica ‘Brown Turkey’
 
Prunus ‘Carmin jewel’
 
Feijoa Sellowiana  

Caragana Arborescent 

Poncirus Trifoliata 

Prunus armeniaca ‘canino’
Prunus persica ‘rubira’

Chaenomeles Japonicus

Hippophae rhamnoides Leïkora 
Hippophae rhamnoides Hikul

Toona Sinensis
 
 
 
 
 

Some special trees and shrubs we planted



2015. A lawn before the installation of the garden forest

2017.  Installation of mulch before expanding the forest 
garden

2016. Second spring of the forest garden

Spring 2021!

THE PROJECT STAGES

planting the first 
fruit trees

learning with 
martin crawford

first crops

expansion of the 
forest garden

experiments

starting a plant 
nursery

2015. The first planted beds have been installed

2020.  The last planted beds with nitrogen fixers

2012 : A study tour in Detroit and Montreal to discover urban agriculture’s 
facets and practices

2013-2014 : Time to write down the objectives of our urban agriculture project 
: production, exchange, transmission, creation of social links.

We have been forging strong links with neighbours and certain 
neighbourhood associations to develop the project, starting with composting 
together.

2015 : Preparation of the soil and first plantations with neighbourgs. To set up 
the forest garden.

2016 : First spring and harvest celebration.

2017 : Extension of the garden forest.

2019 : We have started setting up a neighbourhood nursery with trees and 
shrubs from the forest garden.
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SOME OF OUR PLANT GUILDS

Our forest garden is small in size, 
and as we wanted to have the 
large diversity of plants, we chose 
very small plants.

It is the lower layer of perennials 
that always requires the most 
patience and experimentation 
... Some perennials move, 
others do not resist droughts or 
competition from grass in their 
first years. Tubers are often eaten 
by rodents ... We experiment, 
trying to observe and understand 
the micro-climates in our garden, 
and the behavior of plants. 
We question ourselves on the 
maintenance and follow-up.
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may 2021.

comfrey

aquilegia vulgaris
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Forest Garden guilds around the pond

Since 2017, we continue learning 
from our experiences and are 
constantly testing new types of 
mulch, new plants (even if we don’t 
have a lot of available space anymore 
..). We are also have to learn much 
about maintenance of the forest 
garden because we are not able to 
devote a lot of time to it

Even if the garden is still young, it 
now looks more and more like a 
forest-garden… The garden has 
gradually become a welcoming place 
and allows us to offer training and 
workshops, and every Wednesday we 
open the space to locals or curious 
people who want to garden and learn 
with us.

A few months ago, we started setting up a plant nursery in the 
forest-garden in order to create a «neighborhood nursery». 
We have started out very small, with only ten grafted trees, 
a few shrubs and perennials. This nursery is the newest 
dimension of the project that we are developing, trying to give 
it social (it is primarily aimed at local residents) and economic 
value.

This urban forest garden experiment carried out in our 
community garden is starting to be recognised and allows 
us to develop other urban forest garden projects, in social 
housing districts where we are engaged as landscapers.




