
Bevis Hughes
Artist / Designer / Landscape Architect / Forest Gardener

Reimagining our future living landscapes - through design, 
communication, and action.

I am currently completing my masters studies in Landscape Architecture and Ecol-
ogy at the University of Gloucestershire whilst working as a landscape architect. 
My current research focuses on forest gardens as hubs for supporting community 
engagement, education and food security in the face of our climate emergency. I 
have been growing an edible forest garden on Dartmoor, UK for the past 13 years. 

I am interested in connecting with other projects for collaboration and research 
purposes as a means to produce new data and promote sustainable, restorative 
practices which balance ecological thinking and land use. I believe that forest gar-
dens can enable communities to become more inclusive, safe, resilient ,and truly 
sustainable places to live. 

 Contact:  bevishughes@me.com 
             linkedin.com/in/bevis-hughes-7a639a19b

Services   (example projects on next page)
  Consultancy
  Sustainable Planting Strategies
  Conservation / Ecology 
  Design Thinking 
  Illustration & Digital Design  (Hand drawing & Adobe Suite)
  Planning & Legislation
  Technical Drawing  (AutoCad and 3D Modelling)
GIS Services for site surveys and landscape analysis.

Drawing ‘Bring back the leaf’ inspired by Simon Armitage’s poem ‘Ark’
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3.7 Analysis for Improving Connectivity  

“There is a growing evidence base that documents the social, environmental and economic 
benefits that urban trees can deliver.” [Goodwin, D 2017] With greater connectivity of these 
habitats a whole greater that the sum of it parts could be achieved. “Existing public realm or green 
spaces could be modified and improved to provide landscapes or features that are more biodiverse 
or create corridors for wildlife.” [GLA 2018]  

To assess the potential connectivity of these LSOA tree habitats with its surrounding areas a shape 
file detailing Designated Open Spaces in the capital has been overlaid in Fig.10. The Lawton 
Report Making Space for Nature advocates the use of individual natural habitats acting as 
“Stepping Stones” forming “a land mosaic between sites”, which have the effect of allowing species 
to move through these ecological corridors. [Lawton 2010] This influential evidence based 
government report is now 10 years old but the main conclusions remain relevant to today 
continuing to inform current government current policy, including the UK Governments 25 Year 
Environment Plan. [naturalengland.blog.gov.uk 2020] 

“A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment” explains that the life expectancyis 
greater for people who reside in greener surroundings and that they healthier lives. [Defra 2018]. 
The policy describes urban green spaces as “unequally distributed” set out a plan to ‘“Green’ our 
towns and cities by creating green infrastructure and planting one million urban trees.” With the 
explanation that  “Having more trees in and around our town and cities, close to where people live 
and work, brings people closer to nature and improves air quality, with consequent positive health 
impacts.” [Defra 2018] 
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Fig. 10

AutoCad drawing of Wellbeing Garden 
I designed for a hospital in South 
Wales, UK. 

This cross-section drawing details the 
rainwater detention pond for mar-
ginal planting and path gradients to 
facilitate universal access  for patients, 
visitors and staff, as well as residents of 
neighbouring care home.

GIS Analysis calculating tree 
canopy density for London 
borough of Islington. The red 
colour ramp illustrates the 
LSOAs of the borough in rela-
tion to tree cover density: 
Red = highest; White = lowest. 

Designated Open Green 
Spaces are also detailed in 
hatched green, illustrating  
“the ecological land mosaic” 
showing potential for im-
proving connectivity of these 
urban tree habitats. 

Hand drawn Illus-
tration showing the 
potential for a 
vibrant outdoor 
public space and 
amphitheatre, with 
connected edible 
green infrastruc-
ture in the form of  
community forest 
gardens. 

Sample illustration from 
a Design Code Report 
created with reference to 
national and local plan-
ning policy and legisla-
tion and by utilising GIS 
software. 

The report was created 
to assist a local authority 
with a spacial framework 
guide for sustainable 
housing incorporating 
urban agriculture, includ-
ing forest gardens.


