
The FarmLIFE project
The ambition of the FarmLIFE project is to make a tangible contribution to a climate-resilient Europe. We take the challenge to facilitate the
transition from a landscape with conventional monoculture systems to a resilient landscape with diversified agricultural production systems,
with a clear focus on agroforestry. FarmLIFE not only aims to create agricultural networks but also strives to share and assemble practical
information created by our project and numerous other initiatives. FarmLIFE further develops and demonstrates innovative adaptation
technologies and approaches, and brings together practitioners, land owners, entrepreneurs and decision makers.

Two core activities are the development of Adaptive Farm Plans and the organization of Agroforestry Masterclasses for knowledge sharing. The
Adaptive Farm Plans are co-developed with and can be used by farmers to develop profitable agroforestry business models, contextualized to
their own conditions. The Agroforestry Masterclasses tackle the technical, economic and legislative components of various subjects related to
agroforestry, and are organized in various formats, from theoretical indoor sessions to hands-on fieldwork. Given the fast growing interest in this
land use system, food forests have been a relevant topic within the masterclass program.

Food Forest masterclasses and tutorial video
Both in Flanders and the Netherlands, specific masterclasses related to Food Forests were organized in 2019 and 2020. The content consisted of
field visits combined with indoor presentations. Topics and questions which received a large part of the attention, are related to professional
design and appropriate plant species choice on the one hand, and economic viability and marketing options on the other hand. The current lack
of a clear definition and recogition of Food Forests in legislation and policy, is another important bottleneck to tackle.

Due to COVID restrictions for field visits in 2020, it was decided to develop a Food Forest tutorial video. This video is currently still under
development, but will be availabe at the website www.agroforestryvlaanderen.be/nl/kennisloket/voedselbos in the near future.

Future developments in Flanders (Belgium)
Given the fast growing interest for Food Forests in Flanders, and based on the gaps and barriers identified during the masterclass networking
moments, it was decided to develop a Food Forest Action Lab. This trajectory, kicking off in 2021, is aimed at setting up widely supported and
efficient Food Forest systems, and at feasible and profitable financing and revenue models. In the development and implementation of this
Action Lab, the various challenges are taken into account and the very strong interaction with farmers and other players in the chain and
environment is given a central place. One of the ideas is to develop an interactive and online platform where market opportunities, supply and
demand come together. We are talking about the exchange of end products as well as services, processing options, raw materials, planting
material, knowledge and experience. Engaged farmers will be able to take an active, steering role and act as Action Lab ambassadors.

More information on the FarmLIFE project and Food Forest activities in Flanders?

Stay in touch through www.farm-life.eu - www.agroforestryvlaanderen.be – info@agroforestryvlaanderen.be.
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FARM LIFE masterclass impressions

Collecting video footage at Food Forest “De Woudezel“ Mexican Hawthorn: new markets needed for new products Design for appropriate plant associations at “Eetbos Deinze”.
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