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Agroforestry: what is it?

The simplest definition of agroforestry is that it is the integration of trees and agriculture/horticulture to create a more
diverse growing system. In agroforestry the aim is to promote more use of perennial crops, notably tree and shrub crops,
for several reasons:

e Perennial crops are more resilient to the vagaries of the climate and more reliable in cropping than annually-cultivated
crops. This may become increasingly important as climate change occurs: the latest indications are that the warming
of the earth is occuring faster than anticipated and over the next 50 years, between 2° and 5°C rise in Britain looks
likely. This will mean increasingly frequent droughts in summer, thus threatening many annual agricultural crops.

e Modern agriculture is inefficient in energy terms, whereas agroforestry relies on perennial crops which need less
labour and require less energy input to maintain than annual crops.

e Perennial crops are much more sustainable in the long term, especially where they are planted in diverse mixtures
which are planned to perform well together.

e Perennial crops have other important benefits, some of which are less easy to quantify. Trees and forests are
essential facets of life on earth and help control and regulate wind, moisture, rainfall, temperature and so on. They are
also linked with cultural and spiritual values.

Agroforestry systems can vary in complexity from the very simple, eg occasional trees planted in pastures to provide
shade, emergency forage and nitrogen (via nitrogen-fixing bacteria), to the more complex systems like forest gardens,
which may utilise hundreds of species to create a self-sustaining and interconnected system.

Complex agroforestry systems (called forest gardens) are still common in many tropical regions, but this type of
agroforestry is very recent in temperate climates. The Agroforestry Research Trust is particularly interested in researching
and promoting this small-scale agroforestry which can be practised by anybody in their back garden, whatever its size.

The Agroforestry Research Trust

The Trust was set up in 1992 as a registered charity, to conduct research into all aspects of temperate agroforestry.
Various academic and practical research projects have been undertaken since its formation, and results of research
published by the Trust in a number of publications and in its own quarterly journal, Agroforestry News.

The Trust has two patrons: Herbert Giradet and James Lovelock. Robert Hart and John Seymour were former patrons
and supporters.

In addition, support has been expressed by Sir David Attenborough, David Bellamy, Edward Goldsmith, Jonathon Porritt,
and HRH Prince Charles.

Most of the practical research takes place at Dartington in South Devon. Here there is a 2 acre forest garden, and 8 acres
of trials grounds where variety trials and collections of less common fruit and nut crops are taking place. There are usually
one or two days in the summer when interested visitors are invited to a guided tour of these projects i see inside back
page about our open days. We also run courses based near the forest garden i see details as for open days.

All plants grown in our nursery are grown without the use of chemical herbicides or pesticides. Likewise the cultivation of
all plants on our research sites. All our container grown plants (apart from a few acid-lovers like blueberries) are
cultivated in peat free composts based on composted bark and green waste. On these and our field grown stock we only
use organic-accepted controls for pests and diseases.

We try and collect as many of our own seeds as possible for sale from our research sites.

All profits from our sales go towards our research projects. Pl ease not e: Next year6s catalc
out to all customers from the previous year.

Agroforestry Research Trust. 46 Hunters Moon, Dartington, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 6JT, UK.
Registered Charity No. 1007440. VAT number GB 928 8772 64. All prices quoted are inclusive of VAT.

Fax: (01803) 840776. Email: mail@agroforestry.co.uk Web site: www.agroforestry.co.uk
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Plant index

Top fruit Nuts Bush & soft fruit
Apples 6 Almonds 22 Blackberries 26
Apricots 11 Black walnuts 22 Blackcurrants 26
Blue bean 11 Bladdernuts 22 Blueberries 27
Cherries 11 Buartnuts 22 Blue honeysuckle 27
Cherry Plums 11 Butternuts 22 Chokeberries 27
Cornelian cherry 12 Chestnuts 23 Cranberries 28
Damsons & bullaces 12 Ginkgos 23 Elaeagnus 28
Devon sorb apple 13 Hazelnuts 23 Fuchsia 28
Elderberries 13 Heartnuts 24 Gaultheria 28
Figs 14 Hickories 24 Goji berry 29
Gages 14 Monkey puzzle 25 Gooseberries 29
Hawthorns 15 Pecans 25 Grape vines 29
Juneberries 15 Pine nuts 25 Highbush cranberry 30
Loquats 15 Walnuts 25 Hops 30
Medlars 15 Yellowhorn 26 Hybrid berries 26
Mulberries 16 Hardy Kiwis 31
Nectarines 16 Kiwi fruits 31
Pawpaw 16 Lingonberry 31
Peaches 17 Oriental bush quinces 31
Pears 17 Passion fruits 32
Persimmons 19 Raspberries 32
Plums 19 Groundcover raspberries 32
Quinces 21 Redcurrants 32
Sea buckthorn 21 Rhubarb 33
Service tree 21 Strawberries 33

Whitecurrants 34

Unusual edibles

Fruits 34
Vegetables / salads34
Spices 37
Bamboos 37

Other useful plants 37



The 2011-12 Catalogue

Welcome to new and existing customers to our latest catalogue.
New plant introductions this year include:

Cornelian cherry i Pancharevo, Yellow

Gages i Coes Golden Drop, Early Transparent
Pineapple Guava i Nikita

Strawberry Capron Royale

Several new perennial introductions including named varieties of cardoon and globe artichoke; good
king henry; daylilies etc.

We are very pleased to be able to offer a good selection of bamboo plants this year.

Also new thisseasoni s t he OAppl e Wifzaanrtdads ttioc atuNbarvestis wiialer d ¢
speed up nut harvest by 400% and save your back in the process! See page 38 for details.

Another challenging growing year has seen us have another colder than usual winter followed by an
extremely dry spring. A few species will be in short supply as a result. Also it is very likely that there
will be other plants available not listed in this catalogue, as the catalogue is based on a stocktake in
June and now that the rains have returned, some plants are likely to put on a rush of growth and be
large enough to sell come the autumn. So please keep an eye on the online list on our website at
http://www.agroforestry.co.uk/plantorders.html as the summer progresses.

We aim to have the most comprehensive range of fruit and nut plants in Europe. If there is
something you want in the way of edible oriwase
occasionally have very small numbers of plants which are not listed, or we can often propagate to
order.

Martin Crawford, Director

Cornelian cherries
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